
Skills that Technical Editors Should Possess 

 

Technical editors review the content that has been written on a particular technical subject, 

identify and eliminate errors in the material and make sure that it adheres to a particular style 

of presentation. During the course of the work they are required to correct grammatical 

errors, rectify incorrect scientific terminology, check for inconsistencies in the writing and 

enhance the presentation of the report. It is common for technical editors to start off as 

writers and then graduate to editorial roles. Technical editors are expected to be equipped 

with certain skills to execute their duties efficiently.   

 

It is vital for technical editors to have sound knowledge of grammar. They are required to edit 

instructional material, reports, catalogues and even academic papers. If there are errors in the 

language it can easily lead to the reader misunderstanding what has been written. And 

misunderstandings are something that technical experts cannot afford. That is why the editors 

are required to possess a sharp eye for detail so that they can pick up even the smallest 

mistakes.  

 

It would be helpful if a technical editor has worked in a certain field for a long time and has 

sound knowledge of the products and terminology used in that field. For instance, many 

technical editors start by preparing technical content for IT companies. This allows them to 

gain thorough knowledge of different kinds of software and hardware. They also read several 

instructional and informational materials during the course of their time in the industry. 

Subsequently, when they have to edit technical content they have the knowledge and 

experience to do a good job.  

 

It is important for technical editors to have excellent communication skills. They should be 

able to deal tactfully with people. Editors are often required to point out errors to writers and 

convince them to rectify it. They need to be subtle and diplomatic in their approach so that 

arguments can be avoided and corrections can be made quickly and smoothly.  

 

Technical content often involves making complicated material simple so that even a layman 

can understand it. Editors need to be able to compress complicated jargon into simple 

sentences that are easy to understand. A lot of technical material is also prepared using 

software like Adobe Photoshop, HTML and WordPress. It would be helpful for technical 

editors to acquire knowledge of such software even if they are not directly required to use it.   


